Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 23rd February 2026 held at the Civic Hall, Uppermill.
There were present:	           Cllrs H Bishop– Chair, B Beeley- Vice Chair
				K Barton	R Blackmore 		
J Garner 	P Gaul			
A Marland 	K Phillips		
M Powell	G Sheldon
L Thompson	P Walsh		
B Witt				

To receive apologies for Absence: Cllrs E Adamson, S Al-Hamdani, K Dawson, L Dawson, A Wrigley.
Absent: Cllr M Birchall	

The Chair, Cllr Helen Bishop welcomed Councillors to the meeting.

3822. To receive Declarations of Interest: 
All Councillors who hold a bus pass declared their interest in the Motion, agenda item 3831.
										
3823.  	To receive Public Questions: None received.

3824. Correspondence
· The Chair advised she had received a letter of resignation from Cllr D Wall, and that the casual vacancy had been advertised and OMBC Election’s Team notified. 
Cllr Bishop wished to record her thanks to Cllr Wall for all his work and support on the Traffic & Environment Committee.
Cllr Sheldon expressed his thanks to Cllr Wall for all his help and support on the Asset Management Committee, and Cllr Thompson wished it to be noted her thanks for supporting the Clerk regarding the work carried out on updating the allotments terms and conditions. 
Cllr Phillips echoed these sentiments. It was agreed the Clerk would send these thanks to Cllr Wall.  

· The Chair read out an email received from Mr Knotts regarding Councillor attendance at the recent Civic Service. Councillors agreed to note these comments. Cllr Sheldon advised it was a lovely service, with some very uplifting music sung by the school choir from St Mary’s Greenfield.

· The Chair read out correspondence received from Greater Manchester Police regarding the success of their Speed Watch Campaign across the Parish and gave some background to Councillors. Cllr Thompson suggested this project would benefit from a press release and wished to thank the volunteers involved in this project. 

3825. To approve and confirm as a correct record the Draft Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 26 January 2026 
Cllr Garner asked if there had been any progress on the proposed Network Rail order. Cllr Bishop advised the Parish Council’s Statement of Case had been sent and acknowledged and the Parish Council would be speaking at the public enquiry. 
Cllr Garner proposed that we should step up the campaign for a Bailey Bridge and that the Parish Council asks each of the emergency services whether the proposed diversions would critically affect their statutory response times; and whether they agree that constructing a Bailey Bridge would avoid serious delays and reduce putting people’s lives at risk.
Cllr Bishop explained this was already covered in the Statement of Case, and Cllr Beeley advised the emergency services had already been approached and covered in the submission by the Mountain Rescue Team. However, Councillors agreed the Clerk will ask these specific questions of the Emergency Services. 

	  Cllr Phillips advised that, following the last meeting 26 January and Motion regarding Moorland 	 Management, an inaccurate article had appeared in the local press. The inaccurate report was pulled 	 immediately at Cllr Phillip’s request. However, she had received an email from a resident involved in 	 the estate business. Cllr Phillips advised a response to the resident had been sent on behalf of 	the 	 Parish Council. 
	The minutes were then accepted as a true record and signed at the meeting by the Chair. 	Proposed Cllr Beeley, seconded Cllr Phillips, carried. 

3826. To note the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held 15th January 2026
Cllr Beeley expressed her concern that not all the profit from the Cemetery income was being earmarked and that some had been released into general reserves. Cllr Sheldon agreed, saying that it should all be ringfenced, that he did not agree with the decision to use reserves, and that the Council should have increased their precept request. Cllr Thompson advised that the income was particularly large this year, and the recommendation from the Finance Committee to Full Council to split the reserves and keep the precept request at 5% had been resolved at the last meeting of the Council.

The minutes were then proposed by Cllr Sheldon, seconded Cllr Blackmore and accepted. 

3827. To note the minutes of the Staffing Committee meeting held 22nd January 2026
The minutes were proposed by Cllr Phillips, seconded Cllr Blackmore and accepted. 

3828. To note the minutes of the Communications meeting held 28th January 2026
Cllr Marland expressed her concern regarding the timings agreed for Spirit of Saddleworth Awards nominations and presentation evening. Cllr Bishop advised the dates had been agreed at the last meeting, and was taking into account that if it was to take place later, we would have been in the pre- election phase. Cllr Bishop advised that as these dates had been already agreed at the meeting. 

There was some discussion around promoting the event and the channels we were using. Cllr Bishop invited any Councillors who wished to contribute their ideas to contact the Clerk and join the working group.

The minutes were then proposed by Cllr Bishop, seconded Cllr Powell and accepted. 

3829. To note the minutes of the Strategic Planning meeting held 29th January 2026
Cllr Beeley advised that item 6, Tameside’s Local Plan, a response had been sent on behalf of the Parish Council. 

The minutes were then proposed by Cllr Beeley, seconded Cllr Blackmore and accepted. 

3830.  To note the minutes of the Planning meeting held Monday 2nd February 2026
The minutes were proposed by Cllr Bishop, seconded Cllr Witt and accepted. 
3831.  Notice of Motion proposed by Cllr Philip Gaul, seconded by Cllr Kathryn Phillips.
Saddleworth Parish Council welcomes the announcement from Transport for Greater Manchester that those that hold concessionary bus passes will be able to use their passes prior to 0930.
This will apply to older people and those that hold disabled bus passes.
Saddleworth Parish Council believes this will be of benefit to significant numbers of Saddleworth residents and the removal of the restrictions ends the discrimination that those that hold bus passes face.
Saddleworth Parish Council will contact Transport for Greater Manchester to ascertain if it can assist in publicising this news. Changes to occur from March 1st 2026.

Cllr Gaul gave some background on the reasoning of this Motion, and how it would benefit the people of Saddleworth, and there was some discussion around this. Cllr Garner agreed this should be publicised by the Parish Council. 

The Motion was proposed Cllr Philip Gaul, seconded Cĺlr Kathryn Phillips, the vote was unanimous, Motion carried.

Cllr Gaul will forward a press release for the Clerk to send out on behalf of the Parish Council.  

3832.  Accounts for Payment January 2026 Income £6,099.50 Expenditure £24,588 33        
There was one query regarding payment to Protec Security for an event. It was agreed that if the recharge to produce a nil balance could not be recorded in the same month, then “to be recharged” would be added to the comments going forward. 
	The accounts were them proposed by Cllr Sheldon, seconded Cllr Bishop and accepted. 
	Payments List, see appendix 1

  Date of the next meeting Monday 27th April 2026 at 7.30pm (Venue TBC)
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January 26 Payments

Bank Date Supplier Details Code  Amount £

02-Jan-26 EASY WEB SITES  Website Management Fee x2 - 1/26 440 60.72

07-Jan-26 STAFF EXPENSES Civic Hall Xmas Decorations 404 94.34

07-Jan-26 AMAZON Disabled WC Door Handle 307 15.98

08-Jan-26 AMAZON Black Plastic Dustbins x2 307 39.10

14-Jan-26 SALARIES  Admin - 1/26 103 5,019.63

14-Jan-26 SALARIES  Civic  - 1/26 301 4,277.75

15-Jan-26 OMBC Rates - Cemetery 211 48.00

15-Jan-26 OMBC General Rates - Civic Hall 304 1,160.00

15-Jan-26 OMBC Refuse collection 308 274.16

15-Jan-26 BT GROUP  Phone/Internet 1/1/26 - 31/3/26 107 477.71

16-Jan-26 WATER PLUS  Water 12/25 321 540.51

16-Jan-26 SUM UP - Bank Charges Slipper 145 Ashes Interment 19/1/26 206 3.55

19-Jan-26 OMBC Pest Control 308 30.00

19-Jan-26 AMAZON Site Record Book 105 10.99

20-Jan-26 COMMERCE BUSINESS Copier/Printer Usage   105 88.62

22-Jan-26 HMRC  Tax & NI - Admin - 12/25 103 2,661.53

22-Jan-26 HMRC  Tax & NI - Civic - 12/25 301 2,063.15

22-Jan-26 EDF ENERGY  Gas - 12/25 303 730.51

23-Jan-26 INFINITY IT Office 365 Annual Subs 110 423.36

23-Jan-26 INFINITY IT Office 365 Annual Subs - Chris Lees/KP 12/25 110 7.20

23-Jan-26 INFINITY IT .org Domain Registration - Annual fee 110 18.00

23-Jan-26 INFINITY IT Office 365 Annual Subs - Chris Lees/KP 1/26 110 7.20

23-Jan-26 THE GATE INN, DIGGLE Community Toilets Q4 2025-26 125 150.00

23-Jan-26 THE SWAN, DOBX  Community Toilets Q4 2025-26 125 150.00

23-Jan-26 JUNCTION INN , DENSHAW Community Toilets Q4 2025-26 125 150.00

23-Jan-26 KING BILL , G/FIELD Community Toilets Q4 2025-26 125 150.00

23-Jan-26 S/WORTH CRAFTS, DELPH Community Toilets Q4 2025-26 125 150.00

23-Jan-26 THE LITTLE SHOP, UPPERMILL Community Toilets Q4 2025-26 125 150.00

23-Jan-26 HELEN BISHOP (B&M)  Xmas Illuminations Presentation - Refreshments 404 82.83

23-Jan-26 SADDLEWORTH INDEPENDENT Caretaker Job Vacancy Advert 106 70.00

23-Jan-26 STAFF EXPENSES Stationery 105 46.43

23-Jan-26 STAFF EXPENSES Office Milk x4 169 6.20

26-Jan-26 SADDLEWORTH HEATING Annual boiler service & associated repairs 307 563.10

26-Jan-26 SADDLEWORTH HEATING Repair to ladies toilet 312 177.66

26-Jan-26 JWS ELECTRICAL  Repair to Beer Cellar Lighting 312 264.00

26-Jan-26 JWS ELECTRICAL  Repair to Bar Downlights 312 210.00

26-Jan-26 JWS ELECTRICAL  Gents Toilet PIR Sensor - Damaged at LMcA/RCT Event  312 96.00

26-Jan-26 LEE McALLISTER / RICKY CASEY TRUSTGents Toilet PIR Sensor - Recharged (nil cost to SPC) 312 (96.00)

26-Jan-26 PURE-TECH UK LTD Hot water heater replacement in bar 307 207.72

26-Jan-26 PURE-TECH UK LTD Boiler house pipe leak / Ladies toilet repairs  307 274.44

26-Jan-26 SHORROCK TRICHEM Hygiene - Dec 25 / Jan 26 316 316.28

26-Jan-26 ELCONS HR/LAW  HR/Legal Consultancy (38) - 12/25 120 121.20

26-Jan-26 GREENFIELD PUBLISHING Monthly Advert - 1/26 441 98.40

26-Jan-26 GREENFIELD PUBLISHING Monthly Advert - 2/26 441 98.40

26-Jan-26 CENTRE GLASS  Cleaning Consumables 306 48.58

26-Jan-26 SEFTONS  Payroll - 12/25 161 48.00

27-Jan-26 BRITISH GAS BUSINESS Electricity - 3/12/25 - 22/12/25 302 831.74

28-Jan-26 HELEN BISHOP  Chairman's Charity Crisps taken by Applauz CIC 24/1/26 325 12.00

27-Jan-26 APPLAUZ CIC Reimbursement - Chairman's Charity Crisps taken by Applauz CIC 24/1/26 325 (12.00)

30-Jan-26 GMPF Pensions - Admin - 1/26 103 1,252.08

30-Jan-26 GMPF Pensions - Civic - 1/26 301 721.26

30-Jan-26 PROTEC SECURITY Security - Threatles 318 198.00

52

24,588.33         
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